
AGM  REPORT 10 December, Hinde Street, 6 pm 

1.- PRESENT: Jane Davison, Sati McKenzie, Patrick Pollard, Keith Howell, William Breslin, Chantal 
Morel.  There was an unusually small attendance as the newly escalating Covid problems and 
government restrictions meant that the venue needed to be socially distanced, and that many 
members most understandably felt it undesirable to travel.  In view of the small attendance in these 
exceptional circumstances, it was agreed that the minutes would be prepared by Chantal, and 
reviewed by Jane and Patrick. 

2.- APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Pamela Birley, Valerie Minogue. 

3.-MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: they are available on the website; taken as read. 

4.- REPORTS FROM OFFICERS: 

                a) PRESIDENT’s: 

It’s a pleasure to be able to welcome you to the novelty of an in-person AGM this year, albeit that the 
Covid Omicron clouds are currently swirling.  

Obviously, our events last year were severely curtailed by the government restrictions related to the 
Covid pandemic.  We have nonetheless remained very active.  Thanks to Chantal, aided for Zoom set-
up by Miriam King, we were, however, able to have a number of Zoom Book Club meetings where 
members selected a text and led a discussion.  Sessions were held on a variety of topics (see 
Secretary’s Report) and were well attended.  Reading materials related to Zola and links to academic 
events of interest in France and France Culture programmes were also circulated.  Later in the year 
we were able to go ahead with an enjoyable trip to Chawton House for which we thank Pamela for 
her immaculate organisation.  More recently we held, in person, Prof John Edmondson’s talk on 
‘Making sense of place:  a short walk in Paris with Dickens’s Uncommercial Traveller’, a fascinating 
part-Proustian examination of the conjunction of time and place, with splendid illustrations of Paris 
before and after the Haussmann transformations.  A Dinner, organised by Chantal, was also held at 
the Sofra Restaurant in the Autumn, much enjoyed by attendees.  

The Bulletin (No 63) has just been published as usual, a 35 page edition, for which the committee 
offers great thanks to Valerie and Patrick for their unstinting work as editors.  Cahiers 
naturalistes have published a compte-rendu of the international conference held by the Society in 
Lille, 2018.  We have also taken the opportunity of embarking on the task of updating our web pages, 
and are extremely grateful for the time that Alan Riddle has continued to give us as our Webmaster, 
aided by Keith and Sati.  

Very sadly, the great international Zola scholar and friend of the Zola Society, Professor Henri 
Mitterand, left us during the year at the age of 93, and we pay tribute to his enormous contribution 
to Zola studies;  his presence will be hugely missed.  We also wish to pay tribute to Colin Burns, Keith 
Holdaway and Graham King, who departed in recent years.  

On a note of caution, after extensive discussion by email during the year and at a committee meeting 
on 29th November, the committee recommended, subject to ratification at the AGM, that it would be 
prudent for the Society to take out annual insurance cover for public liability and other risks.  A policy 
has been identified with Zurich Insurance, at a cost of £96. 

On a note of more cheer, we believe we have an excellent programme to offer during the coming year 
(Covid permitting), notably our postponed Saturday Seminar on Zola, Writing and Painting, for which 
we have first-rate speakers, and talks by Prof Dan Rebellato on the Radio 4 adaptation of the Rougon-
Macquart, and on Gissing by Prof William Greenslade.  We have another of Sati’s intriguing quizzes, 
this time on La Bête humaine. We owe great thanks to Chantal as ever, for her continuing initiatives 
and organisation, and she will fill us in shortly with more detail on the forthcoming programme. 



So it just remains for me to wish everyone Joyeuses Fêtes!  

                b) TREASURER’s: 

 

  
INCOME 3 DEC 2020 – 10 DEC 2021 
  
            Current a/c: 
Subscriptions                    480.00           
Sales books & Bulletins       7.00           
                                       --------- 
                                      487.00           487.00  
            Deposit a/c: 
Interest                               0.89 
                                       --------- 
                                          0.89 
  
                                                           --------- 
                                                           487.89 
 

Excess of expenditure over income  454.48 

          

EXPENDITURE   3 DEC 2020 – 10 DEC 2021 

Current a/c: 
Post & stationery             179.79 
Printing                           362.00  
Hospitality                        64.10 
Meeting venues                 229.00 
Website                              107.48 
                                    --------- 
                                        942.37          942.37 

                                                                              
            Deposit a/c              nil 
                                    
                                                               ______ 
                                                            942.37 

TREASURER’S REPORT 2020-2021 

  
20120-2021 has again been a year of decreased activity because of Covid-19. Our thanks are due to 
members who kindly hosted Zoom meetings and the Book Club at no extra cost to the Society. Our 
reserves are reasonable, but not bottomless, and will be useful for funding future activities (especially 
invited lectures, seminars and colloquia).  

  
Subscriptions 
The membership subscription holiday has ended since we intend to be more acive in the coming year. 
Subscription rates, however, will remain as before: 

  
Membership rates 2021-2022:     UK £ 25 (concessions £20) 
                                                Europe £30    
                                                Outside Europe £35 



  
Members are strongly urged to pay their subscriptions by direct debit (preferred method) or by bank 
transfer. You can get details of how to pay from the Secretary Dr Chantal Morel, Émile Zola 
Society, 35 Mayfield Avenue, London W4 1PN,  UK.  

  
Please add your name as reference on all transfers/payment/direct debits. 
 

Patrick Pollard (Hon. Treasurer) 10 December 2021 
 


